INTRODUCTION

fervour than I longed to visit those brilliant scenes/'
He had as a passenger Sir Evan Nepean, the new
Governor of Bombay. The voyage, on the old Volage^
acting as part of the escort to a convoy of East India-
men, was a slow one. Leaving in March, they reached
Bombay in August. Hall describes the passage and
its incidents, the Madeira islands, the Trades, the
Cape, Johanna, porpoise-catching and the like, in
his usual lively style. On his arrival at Bombay, he
was sent on to Trincomalee, where he was transferred,
as Fifth Lieutenant, to the Illustrious, flagship of
Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, a veteran sailor belonging
to a famous naval family.

Sir Samuel Hood had had an extraordinary career,
typical of the "fighting Hoods", who did so much to
make our navy's reputation during the French wars of
the 18th century. These included Sir Samuel and his
brother, Alexander, who served in Captain Cook's
voyage in 1772, and was killed in action 1798; the
famous Viscount Samuel Hood, who made his name
under Rodney in the West Indies; and his almost
equally famous brother, Admiral Alexander Hood,
Lord Bridport. A descendant, Rear-Admiral Hood,
went down in the Invincible at Jutland, more majorum^
while leading the 3rd Battle Cruiser Squadron into
action. Stirbt ein held. Sir Samuel had been present
at Ushant in 1778; at the actions off Martinique, Cape
Henry, St. Kitts, Dominica, and Mona Passage,
1781-2; he had served under Nelson at Santa Cruz
and the Nile: captured St. Lucia and Tobago, 1803;
lost an arm off Kochefort in 1805; fought at Copen-
hagen in 1807, and taken part in the operations to
embark Sir John Moore's troops at Corunna in 1809.
In 1812, he was sent to command the East India
Station. In Sir Samuel Hood, Basil Hall found a
chief after his own heart. Gifted with an inexhaustible
love of adventure, an unbounded curiosity, and a fund
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